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troduce here his statement, including in it a
correspondence with Daniel Webster which
has special interest at this time, when the
same considerations have been urged in the
renewed discussion of the subject.

" In the autumn of 1782 I rode to Phil-
adelphia for the purpose of showing my
manuscripts to gentlemen of influence, and
obtaining a law for securing to authors the
copyright of their publications.   As the leg-
islatures of New Jersey and Philadelphia
were not then in session, the latter object
could not then be accomplished.    On my
way I called on Governor Livingston, then
in Trenton, and inquired whether it was
probable that a copyright law could be ob-
tained in New Jersey.    The Governor re-
plied that if I would wait till noon he would
consult his council, then in session, and give
me an answer.    At the time appointed I
called again, when the Governor told me the
council gave him very little encouragement.
In Princeton I waited on the Rev. Samuel
Stanhope Smith, then professor of theology
in Nassau Hall, and afterward president of
that institution, who examined my manu-
scripts, recommended the works, and ex-